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NEIL RITCHIE — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.56 pm]: I rise today to honour the memory of Albany Senior High School 

teacher Neil Ritchie, who died suddenly this week. Neil, who was affectionately known as “Ritchie” to all 

concerned, was an inspirational, understanding and caring teacher who made a real difference to the lives of 

many of his students. Some he pulled out of trouble and got back on track. His style of teaching was the reason 

that some went on to become teachers themselves, and for others it was simply taking the time for a chat and a 

joke or encouraging them to be the best they could at sport. Neil was a role model and mentor to many students 

and staff and a friend to all. Over a long and distinguished career helping others achieve their potential, Neil 

touched the lives of those he came in contact with. Neil was a remarkably positive influence in the community 

and an inspiration to us all. Neil was a teacher with more than 34 years’ experience, for the past 23 of which he 

taught at Albany Senior High School. Neil came to Albany Senior High School from Manjimup Senior High 

School as the newly appointed head of physical education in 1990. Neil was instrumental in ASHS’ rise to 

dominance at Senior High Schools Country Week, at which ASHS has won nine of the last 12 champion school 

trophies. Neil shared his love of sport and fitness, working closely with many local sporting organisations—in 

his own time. Neil will always be remembered for his ability to work with staff, students and community 

members to achieve positive outcomes for young people. The Albany community has lost a wonderful educator 

and mentor. The Ritchie family—his wife, Jeanette; Jarrad, Meghann and Cale—has lost a wonderful husband 

and father, affectionately known as “Ritchie”. We will all miss him. Rest in peace Neil Ritchie. 

 


